
H4  •  S T A R  T R I B U N E  •  S A T U R D A Y,  J U L Y  2 8 ,  2 0 0 7  h

[CMYK] H4    Saturday, July 28, 2007

[CMYK] H4    Saturday, July 28, 2007  ----  SPEEDNEWS10Jul 25 2007  8:35:36:

MET

MET

A boy’s dream: A big truck, a big hole 
and lots of concrete and dirt. 

Provided by JASON HAMMOND
The Thermomass system sandwiches a layer of insulation between two layers of poured concrete to create a mildew-resistant, energy-efficient wall.

A close-up of the rigid form insulation and unique tie system used to suspend
the insulation between the forms.

Editor’s note:
Construction has begun! Follow 
Jason Hammond as he and his fam-
ily build their new house. Go to
www.startribune.com/newhouse to 
visit his blog, and watch Homes for 
periodic updates.

By JASON HAMMOND
Special to the Star Tribune

A boom truck from Plummer Con-
crete pulled onto our job site, carry-
ing hundreds of pounds of concrete 
wall forms.

In college I worked on a crew that 
poured concrete walls, so I knew all
too well what lay ahead for these
guys as the temperature rose into the 
90s with high humidity and a similar 
forecast for the next few days.

We chose Plummer Concrete as
our subcontractor because they have 
experience in installing this unusual
concrete foundation system, which
is somewhat similar to traditional 
poured concrete walls. 

Called Thermomass, the system 
features a layer of insulation sand-
wiched between two layers of con-
crete, forming a highly energy-effi-
cient wall that is resistant to mold, 
mildew and cold, problems often as-
sociated with basements.

Many of our walls are above-grade 
and require a fair amount of rebar 
(steel reinforcement), with sheets of 
rigid form insulation slid between the 
two layers of rebar and then enclosed
in the wall forms.

In addition, all of the window 
openings needed to be blocked out
with wood forms and the crews have 
to install conduit to accommodate 
wiring.

Monday was muggy, but cloud 
cover provided some protection 
from the heat as the crew worked
to set the forms. Tuesday offered no
such solace.

At lunchtime I made a trip to the
site to see what progress had been

made. As I stepped out of my car, 
the heat of the day was so thick that 
it made breathing a chore and I was 
worried that it would cause the work 
to slow.

To my surprise the crew had
made significant progress, keeping 
the project on schedule and, with
luck, ready for concrete at the end
of the week.

Jason is at Hammond@mojosolo.com.

High temps
don’t affect 
progress 
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FIND YOUR NEW HOME AT
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DO YOU OWN LAND? Talk to K. Hovnanian® about development possibilities. Call (952) 944-3455 or visit redevelopment.khov.com.

More space, more features, more value – that’s what you can expect
from K. Hovnanian Homes. And that’s why you’ll feel more at home. 

TOWNHOMES & CONDOS
LIBERTY ON BLUFF CREEK Chanhassen 1-level condos from the $170’s (952) 556-5665

LIBERTY ON BLUFF CREEK Chanhassen 2- and 3-level townhomes from the $190’s (952) 556-5665

TIMBRES AT ELM CREEK Maple Grove 1-level condos from the $200’s (763) 416-0532

TIMBRES AT ELM CREEK Maple Grove 2-level townhomes from the $190’s (763) 315-5007

TIMBRES AT ELM CREEK Maple Grove 3-level townhomes from the $210’s (763) 420-0222

HERITAGE SQUARE Maplewood 1-level condos from the $170’s (651) 483-8833

SYMPHONY AT TOWN CENTER Ramsey 2-level townhomes from the $140’s (763) 712-9579

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES
HUNTERS PASS ESTATES Albertville From the $250’s (763) 497-1800
HURRY! ONLY 2 HOMES REMAIN!

TOWNE LAKES Albertville From the $220’s (763) 463-1315

SILVERWOOD Cottage Grove From the $400’s (651) 458-1094

EDEN HEIGHTS ESTATES Eden Prairie From the $500’s (952) 934-6458
HURRY! ONLY 2 HOMES REMAIN!

TWIN LAKES ESTATES Elk River From the $230’s (763) 441-7656

HIDDEN CREEK ESTATES Maple Grove From the $590’s (763) 315-0699

TIMBRES AT ELM CREEK Maple Grove From the $400’s (763) 416-0107

BROCKTON MEADOWS Rogers From the $330’s (763) 428-8867
HURRY! ONLY 3 HOMES REMAIN!

FOUR SEASONS AT RUSH CREEK Maple Grove For Active Adults 55+ from the $380’s (763) 424-9991
MODELS NOW OPEN!

TOWN & COUNTRY HOMES COLLECTION
WOOD HILL Lakeville 2-level twin homes from the $220’s (952) 435-2966

HERITAGE SQUARE Maplewood 3-level, row-style townhomes from the $200’s (651) 770-4944

HERITAGE SQUARE Maplewood 2-level townhomes w/ rear garages from the $170’s (651) 770-9097

Models Open Daily 11-6

SAVE UP TO $50,000!*
Hurry...buy one of our select K. Hovnanian 

homes and save thousands on options, 
upgrades and closing costs!*

MOREATHOME!MOREATHOME!

*See Sales Consultant for details and restrictions. *Select homes only. Must use a K.Hovnanian® Homes Preferred Lender to qualify for select incentives and promotions. Savings may vary by actual amounts, community, plan type and location. All prices, savings and incentives are subject to availability and change at any time without notice.  U.S. policy for the achievement of
equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin.Please see sales representative for details as it pertains to each community. License #20456968/20543466/20539403
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SPOTLIGHT HOME!
CHASKA

Traditions at Clover Ridge
1977 Schoolmaster Drive

Last home remaining in community!
Most popular floorplan!

• Bonus Room • 3,300 sq. ft. • 4 bedrooms, 3 baths • 2-car garage
• Maple cabinets, fireplace and luxurious owner’s bath

Priced at $379,900
Please call Jim Onomiya at Edina Realty 

(612) 701-9351


